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REGULATING HETGHT OF BUILDINGS IN TIIE DISTRIOT
O COLUMDBILA,

JANUARY 26, 1899.--Ordered to be printed,

Mr, McMILLAN, from the Committee on the District of Columbia,
submitted the following

RIEDPORT,.
{'I'o accompany 11, R, 11023.]

The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred
the hill (11 R, 11023) to vegulate the height of buildings in the District

of Columbia, recommend that it do pass, ,
The report made by My, Curtis, of Towa, from the House Committeo

on the District of Columbia, is adopted, as follows:

A number of citizens have requested that an amendment be added to the hill
which will permit the construncetion of huildings in accordanco with adopted huild-
ing lines, although the actnal width of the street to which the Distriet has title
ney e somew hat narvowoer, It the buoilding line i8 so firmly established that thero
is no danger of an individual building his house in advanee of the private building
Iino there wounid seem to be no reason why these private lines shonld not be consid-
ered as fixing the width of the street for the purposes ot this bill, and the above
amendmont was preparved, to which the Conmissioners of the Districet of Columbia
have no objeetion, and which is added to section | of the bill,

Tho question of Hmiting the height of buildings is comparatively a recent one, Tt
ix only in late years that buildings have been erected o suceh heights and in snch
numbers as to attract serions public attention, and the high buildings themselves
have not yet had that test of time necessary to convineo the more conservativoe of’
the entire safety and lasting power of the class of construction employed in their
erection,  In general terms, they are construeted of iron or steel framework, with a
veneer of briclo or stone, all electrie light and power wires and pipes for steam, gas,
water, ete., being carvied np throngh the stractural ironworlk,  Thoe metal is hidden
from view, where it is subject to corrosion and olectrolyiic action, whieh conld
eagily cause sorious and futal deleets betore its presence beeame known,  In view of
these conditions the best anthorities agree that under nnfavorable circumstances the
life of these struetures might not be more than seventy-five years,

In addition to the uncerbainty of structoral conditions, serious ohjeetions can ho
nrged on the grounds of light and ventilation and danges from fire.

Of course, the higher the building the wore light and air is shat out from the
strect and the adjacent premises on all sides.  The drafts of chimneys of houses in
the vicinity of high buildings are also injuriously afteeted.

Danger from fire is a very scervious objection, It would seem that the fire chiefs in
the large eities who have had experienco with high buildings are agreed that it is
absolutely impossible for them to successfully fight flanes over 85 feot above the
ground with the fire apparatus now manufactured, as the pressure is so great that

no hose now made can stand the strain and the men are unal.le to hadle tho hose.
»
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In the recent case of Bliss v, The Digtriet of Columbia, to compel thoe isguance of o
pormit tor the erection of” o house 110 feet high on a vesidence street, the chief of the
Distriet fire department made aflidavit to the effoct that it was impossible for
his force, with its present cquipnient, to suceessfolly Hight llames over 85 feet above
the gronnd, The chief of the live department off New York City, il eredence can be
placed in press reports, is also of the snme opinion.  The recent disastrous contlagra-
tions in New York, when the “fireproot™ buildings of the Home Lifo Insurance Con-
piany and the Postal Telegraph Company were hurned, would soem to hear ont the
statements of these experienced men. O course, the higher the building the greater
the danger zone, and in the cases cited the entive street was barvicaded (o prevent
possible accident from falting walls, ete. It might be addod hore that in deciding
the caso of Bliss . The Distriet the comrt uphoeld the Commissioners inrofusing permit
to build and denied the mandamng prayed for, bolding that the regulation under
which tho Commissioners aeted was o wise and proper one,

A numbor of cities thronghont the country have taken up the question of limiting
the height of buiklings, and some of them have passed Taws on the subject. In
Boston the heichtis Timited to 125 feet; in St Louis, 150 feot s in Chieago, 130 leet;
in London, 80 feet.  Paris, which s generally considered as having model regula-
tions, limits the height to 61 feot, and Vienna ond Berlin tollow the Paris standard
in this respeet,

The rveculations of Doston and Chicago were followed in arrviving at the limit
employed in the bill, ax these yeanlations ave believed to vepresent the views of the
highest authorities in the United Stites on the subject in guestion,

This bill was prepared in the oflice of the Commissioners of the Dis-
trict of Colnmbia as a substitnte bill for Thouse bill T30, relating to
this same subjecet, and has their approval in the following communica-
tion, which is made a part of this report:

Orrict CoMMISSIONERS oF e District or ConuvMmpia,
Washington, November 8, 1898,

Dear S With respect to J1 R bill 10430, Lo regulate the hoight of residences
in the city of Washington,” which was referred to the Commissioners at your instance
for their examination and report, the Commissioners have the honor to reconnmend
as a substitute therefor the inclosed draft of hill entitled A bill to regulate the
height of buildings in the Distriet of Columbin,” which applies to all kinds of build-
ings and is fuller inits specifications than the original bill,

Very respectfully,
Jons B Wiiann,

‘ President Board of Commissioners Distriet of Colwmbia.
ITon.J. W. BaBcock,

Chairman Commitice on the District of Columbia,
Howse of Lepresenlatives,
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