o1ar CoNanwss, } HOUSE OF REPRFESENTATIVES, { Reront
#d Bownion, _No. 720,

e i s A i b g I o i o it g 4B = AETT AmMIA e gt 3 inaaseme R ]

HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

Manow 10, 1910, Roforred to the Houso Calendar and ordored to ho printed,

Mr. Boruann, from the Committes on the District of Columbia,
submitted the following

REPORT.
"o accompany H, R, 10070,]

The Committae on the Distriet of Columbin, to whom was roforred
tho bill gl'l. R, 19070) to regulnte the height of buildings in the Dis-
triot of Columbia, roport the sume ek to the House with the recom-
mondation that it do pass,

Tho deaft of this bl was submitted to this committee by the Com-
missionors of the District of Columbin and its pussnge recommondod
in tho following lotter:

Orrion ComMinnioNss or rir Diwenior or Qonumnia,
Waahington, Januwary #3, 1910,

Bir: The Commimlonom of the Distriet of Qolimbla have the honor to submit
horowith draft of & bill to ro%mluw tho holght of bulldings in the Distriet of Columbia,
i to requioat its ennotmont, ;

Thoro nr varloun lawa now exlating In rolstlon (o thin mattor, and the ohjoct of
the proposed bill ta to put in conorato form these varlous lawa and the bullding regu-
Intlons on the same subject which are somowhat conflieting and obscure, and wlso to
muko othor provisions deslgnod to Jimit the construotion of combustible bulldings
and to encourage the construction of firoproof hulldings,

'The changes, In detall, Trom the provislon of oxisting law and regulations aro Indi-
cated on the Inelosed momorandum,

Vary reapoctfully, Hrnuy B, B, MAOFARLAND,
Pyesident of the Board of Commissioners
aof the District of Columbia,
Hon, 8Amuxn, W, Bmimn,
Chatrman Commiltea on the District of Columbia,
- Howse of Repreaentatives,

Tho following is the momorandum of the shangos in dotail proposed
to bo mado in the present lnw by this bill, which is referred to in the
Inst olause of the above lettor:

Sootlon 1: Presont act pormits tho eroction of a nonfireproof bullding to a hoight of
b ntorlew, or 60 foot abovo the sldewalk,

Proposed acb pormita 4 storles, or 60 foot in hol;fht.

Hootlon 2: Prosent aet permits the erectlon of n huilding used for husiness purposes
#ololy to a he!.éht of 78 feet, without helng of fireproof construction.

Proposed act reduces thin helght to 60 feot.
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Section 3: Proposed act requires all hotels, apartinent houses, and tenement houses
3 stories in height or over to be of fireproof construction up to and including the
main floor, an(fincrcases the floor area that must be inclosed by fireproof partition
walls to 2,600 square feet.

‘The present act_has no requirement. that this class of buildings shall be fireproof
up to and including the main floor, but there is a building regulation (sec. 122a)
requiring a subdivision of area not greater than 1,600 square feet to be completely
inclosed by fireprool partition walls, ‘

Under the proposed act every building, including churches, with a hall having a
geating capacity of more than 300 persons shall be of fireproof construction up to and
inclu({’m‘g the auditorium floor,

The present law makes this requirement for churches only, whatever their size.

lThe‘ present building regulations make this requirement for other buildings than
churches. L

Section 4: Prohibits additions in height to combustible buildings, when such addi-
tion would raise the height of the combustible building to a greater limit than that
permitted for combustible buildings.

The present act makes this samme requirement, but the wording has proved to be
ambiguous,

‘The proposed act provides towers, spires, and domes constructed more than 60 feet
above the sidewalk must be fireproof throughout.

The present act does not make this requirement.

The proposed act requires every theater and any part of the building used as a
theater to beof fireproof construction.

‘The present building regulations require this, but not in such specific language.

Section 5. The proposed act permits the erection of fireproof buildings on a busi-
ness street to a height of 20 feet in excess of the limit permitted by the present law,
except that no building is permitted to be erected to exceed in heighi the present
extreme liit of 130 feet.

The proposed act permits, on a residence street 90 feet or over in width, the erec-
tion of a building to a height of 85 feet at the highest part of the roof, whereas the
present act does not perinit the erection on a residence street 90°fest cr over in width
a building over 80 feet in height,

The proposed act requires that on blocks immediatel{adjacent to public buildings
the maximum height of a ‘building to he erected shall be regulated by a schedule
adopted by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia.

Tlle present act has no such provisions. The cominissioners have found it advis-
able to make such regulations; and the present building” regulations fix the height
of buildings on G and F streets, between Seventh and Ninth, adjacent to the United
States Pa‘ent Office, and on Fifteenth strect, between Pennsylvania avenue and G
street, adjacent to the Treasury. This clause is inserted in order that there may be
no (Luestion as to the right of the commissioners to make such a regulation.

The proposed act requires that buildings erected to front or abut on the plaza shall
be fireproof and shall not be of a greater height than 80 feet. The present act has
similar requirements. \

The proposed act permits spires, towers, penthouses, ventilation shafts, ete., to
be erected to a greater height than any limit prescribed in this act when approved
by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, provided, however, that such
structures shall be fireproof, not used for human occupancy, and they shall set back
froxfn the exterior walls distances equal to their respective heights above the adjacent
roof,

The present act permita the erection of these structures to a height greater than
the permissible roof height of the building, but does not require them to be fire-
proof nor to set back from the exterior walls.

Section 8 is not changed. , o ;

Section 7: The proposed act fixes the height of buildings to be measured from the
gidewalk opposite the middle of the front of the building to the highest point of the
roof, If tge building has more than one front the height to be measured from
the elevation of the sidewalk opposite the middle of the front that will permit the
greater height, oy ‘ .

The present building ‘regulations fixes the height to be measured if the building
has more than one front from the main elevation of the sidewalk at the street corners,

Section 8: Makes buildings erected, altered, or raised or converted in violation of
the provisions of this act a common nujsance and tixes the mauner of prosecution in
such cases and fine for maintenance of the nuisance,

The present act has no such provisions.
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