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For Immediate Release   Contact:  Meg Maguire 2020-546-4536 

HISTORIC SPINGARN HIGH SCHOOL IS NO PLACE FOR THE STREECAR BARN  

WASHINGTON, DC (November 29, 2012) 

Today the Committee of 100 on the Federal City testified before the DC Historic 
Preservation Review Board (HPRB) in support of designating Spingarn High School 
at 26th and Benning Road NE, overlooking the Langston Golf Course Historic 
District, as a historic landmark to be listed on the DC Inventory of Historic Sites. 
HPRB unanimously supported the nomination, prepared by the Kingman Park 
Civic Association with strong support from the DC Historic Preservation Office and 
members of the community; and the Board encouraged the community to pursue 
a nomination for the entire campus that would include along with Spingarn, the 
other three schools on the site -- Browne Junior High School, Phelps Vocational 
School and Charles Young Public School – and the grounds that are part of the 
complex. This educational campus signifies the deep, and too often overlooked, 
reverence for education in the African American community during the long years 
of segregation in the District of Columbia. 

The historic designation comes at a time when the DC Department of 
Transportation is planning to build a large-scale, multi-track streetcar 
maintenance facility at the entrance to Spingarn and the educational campus. 

Meg Maguire, Chair of the Transportation Subcommittee of the Committee of 
100 on the Federal City, which has opposed the site since it was first proposed, 
said:  “DDOT needs to pack up its ill-conceived plans for tracks, wires, buildings 
and parking on the lovely lawn at Spingarn. We need streetcars and we need to 
respect the beauty and dignity of our city’s historic sites.  With even the most 
elementary planning, we can have both.”   

Monte Edwards, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Committee of 100, 
cited four additional reasons that the car barn does not belong on this site: 

1. The Car Barn is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
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The Comprehensive Plan establishes a vision of the neighborhood that is completely at variance with a major 
industrial facility on the Spingarn campus.   

2.  The Car Barn proposal violates the intent of the 2010 Streetcar Law. 

The Transportation Infrastructure Amendment Act of 2010 requires a comprehensive plan for streetcar facilities 
and contains, among other things, limitations and restrictions on overhead wire installation, and requires an 
evaluation of the impact of aerial wires on federal property and the possible effect, including the visual effect, of 
aerial wires on the character of any historic district. 

3.  The proposed location of the Car Barn at Spingarn is an ill-advised result of DDOT’s piecemeal planning and 
artificial deadlines. 

4. The design of the proposed Car Barn (presented to the HPRB on Nov. 1) is contextually insensitive in the 
extreme. 

 

“Land suitable for industrial uses such as mass transit backup facilities is rapidly disappearing.  DDOT 
and the Office of Planning need to put their minds to a master facilities plans immediately so that 
important sites like Spingarn are never again threatened with unsuitable uses,” Ms. Maguire said. 
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