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INFORMATION ON THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

SOUTH MALL CAMPUS MASTER PLAN 
 

OVERVIEW 

 

The Smithsonian Institution released a proposed “South Mall Campus Master Plan” to the 

public on November 13, 2014. The Plan was prepared by the Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG), 

working with other consultants and the Smithsonian Institution staff.  

 

The Smithsonian Institution, in collaboration with the National Capital Planning 

Commission, has begun the review process required by the National Environmental 

Policy Act and the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106. As the first step of 

that process, the Smithsonian Institution and the National Capital Planning Commission 

held a public scoping meeting on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 in the Smithsonian Castle 

Building. The Smithsonian Institution also posted information about the plan on its 

website. A public comment period on the South Mall Campus Master Plan began on 

December 16, 2014 and ended on January 30, 2015. 

 

Although considerable information on the South Campus Master Plan has been released, 

that information is not really fully adequate for the public to understand just what is being 

proposed and the specifics of various alternatives that should be considered. The initial 

information is somewhat summary and promotional in tone. The initial public comment 

period was short (45 days) and extended over the Christmas and New Year holiday 

period, thereby limiting the time for effective public review and comment on the Plan. 

However, the Committee of 100 on the Federal City submitted comments on January 27, 

2015, as did other organizations and individuals interested in this project. 

 

The Committee of 100 on the Federal City is very interested in and concerned with this 

South Mall Campus Master Plan, which is important for the future development of the 

National Mall and which has a larger area of influence involving the Monumental Core 

and adjacent areas of Central Washington. 

 

The Committee of 100 on the Federal City has prepared this summary listing of 

background information that is now available on the South Mall Campus Master Plan 

(and the area it encompasses), and information that has not yet been made available, as a 

tool for participants in the Section 106 and NEPA review process, and to the public. This 

listing will be updated as more information becomes available. 
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Area of the South Mall Campus Plan 

 

The area encompassed in the South Mall Campus Master Plan extends from 12th Street, 

SW on the west to 7th Street, SW on the east and from Jefferson Drive, SW on the north 

to Independence Avenue, SW on the south. The South Mall Campus Master Plan 

encompasses a number of Smithsonian Institution buildings and grounds, including the 

Smithsonian Institution Building (the “Castle”), the Freer Gallery of Art, the Arthur M. 

Sackler Gallery, the S. Dillon Ripley Center, the National Museum of African Art, the 

Enid A. Haupt Garden, the Arts and Industries Building, and the Hirshhorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden. This “campus area’ is therefore a very important component of the 

National Mall. The other two Smithsonian Institution museums on the south side of the 

National Mall (National Air and Space Museum and National Museum of the American 

Indian), are not included in the South Mall Campus Master Plan. They are both east of 7th 

Street, SW. In discussing the South Mall Campus, it is important to consider relationships 

with adjacent areas of the National Mall and with areas north and south of the National 

Mall, especially areas of Southwest Washington south of Independence Avenue, SW. 

 

A site plan of the area of the existing grounds and buildings of the Smithsonian 

Institution South Mall Campus, its location on the National Mall, and site plans and 

drawings of what is proposed are available on the “Smithsonian Institution South Mall 

Campus Master Plan” website, as noted below. The website also includes a map which 

shows the “Project Area” (Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus) and the much 

larger draft “Area of Potential Impact” (APE) which extends east to First Street, NE and 

SE, north to Constitution Avenue, NW and NE, west to 17th Street NW and SW and south 

along the 10th Street Promenade to Maine Avenue and the Southwest Waterfront. The 

Area of Potential Impact (APE) is used in the Section 106 Process in determining the 

impact of a plan on historic resources. This draft APE may be modified as the Section 

106 consultation process proceeds.  

 

INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE 

 

Information about the South Mall Campus Master Plan that is now available to the public 

is listed below by various sources (on the internet, in books and guidebooks, and in an 

exhibit). Especially with respect to background books, this is a selective list. Other books 

could be noted but these listed seem to be the most pertinent. 

 

Information on the Internet 

 

Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus Master Plan Website 

 

The website for the Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus Master Plan is: 

 

http://www.southmallcampus.si.edu 

http://www.southmallcampus.si.edu/
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In looking at this site, be sure to open and look at the information available under 

“Documents Available for Download”. Under “Draft Alternatives”, open and click on 

each alternative to see more. 

 

The information on this website is helpful. It is at least some of the information that was 

on the display boards at the December 16, 2014 Scoping Meeting. Unfortunately, the 

graphics are small, incomplete and summary in nature, so it is not possible to know 

exactly what is being proposed and why. However, to our knowledge, this is still the only 

information that the Smithsonian Institution has made available to the public. We do not 

know of any clearer and more understandable printed information. As indicated later, 

there is a need to identify a variety of information that exists (or will be available in the 

near future) that should be made available to the consulting parties and to the public. 

 

Other Information about the South Mall Campus Master Plan on the Internet 

 

Search for “Smithsonian South Mall Campus Plan” There are a number of news articles 

and comments about the South Mall Campus Master Plan. 

 

Committee of 100 Comment Letter on the South Mall Campus Master Plan 

 

As indicated above, the Committee of 100 on the Federal City submitted written 

comments on the South Mall Campus Master Plan to the Smithsonian Institution on 

January 27, 2015. These comments are now on the Committee of 100 website. Go to the 

Committee of 100 website, www.committeeof100.net/ , scroll down to “Planning” and 

click on that, and then go to “National Mall: South Mall Campus Master Plan” and click 

to open. The January 27 comment letter on the South Mall Campus Master Plan is the 

initial information under this heading. 

 

American Institute of Landscape Architects Guide to Washington 

 

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) has a guide to Washington 

landscape architecture on the web at www.asla.org/guide/ . 

 

Under the “National Mall and Memorial Parks” heading there are short descriptions of 

The Mall, the Hirshhorn Sculpture Garden and Grounds, and the Enid Haupt Garden.  

 

Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG) Website 

 

Information on the Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG), including the information on their 

website, is listed at the end of this section on available information. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.committeeof100.net/
http://www.asla.org/guide/
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National Register of Historic Places 

 

The National Mall and three buildings in the South Mall Campus (the Smithsonian 

Castle, the Arts and Industries Building and the Freer Gallery of Art) are listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places. The Smithsonian Castle and the Arts and Industries 

Building are also designated as “National Historic Landmarks”. 

 

The National Mall, the Smithsonian Castle, the Arts and Industries Building and the Freer 

Gallery of Art are also included in the District of Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites. 

 

As indicated later in this paper, the National Park Service is nearing completion of work 

on an updated National Register Nomination for the National Mall. The Smithsonian 

Institution also has a consultant preparing a Cultural Landscape Report for the South 

Mall Campus, to be available in spring 2015. The National Register updating process will 

take the “significant dates” up and beyond the 1987 date when The Quadrangle complex 

was completed and will make The Quadrangle buildings, and the Hirshhorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Books  

 

There is considerable written information about the Smithsonian Institution buildings and 

grounds, as well as information on the National Mall and the surrounding Monumental 

Core. A selection of such information is noted below. For convenience, the books in each 

category are listed in chronological order by the date they were published. 

 

Information on Smithsonian Institution Buildings and Gardens 

 

A New View from the Castle. Edwards Park and Jean Paul Carlhian. Washington, D.C. 

Smithsonian Institution Press, 1987. 

This book was published in 1987 when the new complex (The Smithsonian Quadrangle) 

consisting of the S. Dillon Ripley Center, the National Museum of African Art, the 

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery and the Enid Haupt Garden was opened, providing a new view 

south from the Smithsonian Castle (and a new view of the Castle from the south). The 

book includes interesting photographs of construction of The Quadrangle in the mid 

1980s (especially pages 14, 15, and 124).  

The book includes an “Afterword” at the end (pages 154-155) that indicates that, at the 

end of the construction process, “The underground complex beneath the two pavilions 

underwent such alterations that it no longer adheres to the design in these pages”. 

 

A Garden for Art: Outdoor Sculpture at the Hirshhorn Museum. Valerie J. Fletcher, 

Washington, D.C., Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution (in 

association with Thames and Hudson), 1998.  
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This book describes the background of the Hirshhorn art collection, the design and 

construction of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, and provides information 

on the key pieces of sculpture in the Hirshhorn collection (as of the date of publication) 

with text and photographs. 

 

Guide to Smithsonian Architecture. Heather Ewing and Amy Ballard, Washington, D.C.: 

Smithsonian Books, 2009. 

 

This is a detailed architectural history and guide to Smithsonian Institution buildings, 

including those in the South Mall Campus. The section on The Quadrangle is on pages 

120-127. 

 

Official Guide to the Smithsonian (Third Edition). Carolyn Gleason, Executive Editor and 

Guidebook Staff. Washington and New York: Smithsonian Books, 2009. 

 

This is a general guide to Smithsonian buildings and grounds, including buildings and 

grounds in the South Mall Campus (see pages 4-15 and 136-165). 

 

A Guide to Smithsonian Gardens. Carole Ottesen. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Books, 

2011. 

 

This book provides information on a wide variety of Smithsonian Institution grounds and 

gardens. In the South Mall Campus Master Plan area, these include the overall grounds, 

the Enid A. Haupt Garden, the Freer Gallery Courtyard, the Kathrine Dulin Folger Rose 

Garden, the Mary Livingston Ripley Garden, and the Hirshhorn Museum Sculpture 

Garden and Plaza. An interesting photograph on page 35 shows The Quadrangle complex 

south of the Castle under construction in the 1980s. 

 

The Castle: An Illustrated History of the Smithsonian Building (Second Edition). Richard 

E. Stamm, contributors Cynthia R. Field and Sharon C. Park. Washington, D.C.: 

Smithsonian Books, 2012. 

 

This is detailed historical account of the form and use of The Castle from the start of 

construction in 1847 to the present day. The story of the building is of course linked to 

the growth and role of the Smithsonian Institution. The last section of the book (pages 

158-175) deals with “The Grounds” and includes information on The Quadrangle from its 

planning in 1979 to completion in 1987 and the installation of the Renwick Gates on 

Independence Avenue at the south end of the Haupt Garden. 
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Architectural Guidebooks 

 

Washington, D.C. is the subject of many guidebooks, most of them somewhat general in 

nature. The guidebooks listed below look at Washington in terms of architecture, 

landscape architecture and urban planning.  

 

Buildings of the District of Columbia. Pamela Scott and Antoinette J. Lee. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 

This guidebook is part of the “Buildings of the United States” series of the Society of 

Architectural Historians. The chapter on “The Mall” (pages 62-112) includes detailed 

discussions of all the buildings in the South Mall Campus Master Plan area. 

 

Contemporary Architecture in Washington, D.C. Claudia D. Kousoulas and George W. 

Kousoulas. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1995. 

 

This architectural guidebook, a project of The Preservation Press of the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation, is somewhat unusual in its focus on contemporary architecture. 

The contemporary buildings in the South Mall Campus are described on pages 135-138. 

 

Washington Public Parks and Gardens. Diane Ney. New York: Silver Lining Books, 

2003. Subtitled “Barnes & Noble Complete Illustrated Guide to”, this is one of a series of 

guidebooks on parks and gardens in American cities. 

 

A section on “The Smithsonian Institution and Its Gardens” (pages 51-55) includes the 

Mary Livingston Ripley Garden and the Enid A. Haupt Garden. 

 

Washington on Foot (Fifth Edition). Edited by John J. Protopappas and Judith Meany. 

Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Books, 2012. 

 

This guidebook, with 24 walking tours, is written from a city planning and urbanistic 

perspective. Tour 3, “The Mall-East” includes buildings and grounds in the South Mall 

Campus.  

 

AIA Guide to the Architecture of Washington, D.C. Martin Moeller Jr, Associate AIA. 

Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012. 

 

This most recent architectural guidebook for Washington, D.C. includes “Tour D: The 

Mall” (pages 59-80) which has descriptions and review comments for all the buildings in 

the South Campus Master Plan area. 
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Information on Planning the National Mall and the Monumental Core 

 

Planning for the South Mall Campus must consider the place of these Smithsonian 

Institution buildings and grounds within the National Mall and relationships to areas of 

the Monumental Core that surround the National Mall. The “South Mall Campus” is an 

area that has apparently been named and outlined for the purpose of conducting the 

present study. However, understanding the role of the “South Mall Campus” in the larger 

National Mall and Monumental Core setting is very important to planning for its future.  

 

This includes the relationships with other Smithsonian museums on the National Mall, 

other nearby cultural and historic sites such as the National Gallery of Art, the National 

Botanic Garden, and the National Archives; transport linkages including nearby Metrorail 

stations (Smithsonian and L’Enfant Plaza); and the flow of visitors to the area and the 

systems of visitor orientation. Of course, to the east is the United States Capitol and 

related buildings and to the west are the Washington Monument and other monuments 

and memorials. The “South Mall Campus” of the Smithsonian Institution is indeed in a 

central and important location in relationship to other key building and activities in 

Central Washington. 

 

National Mall Plan. National Park Service. Washington, D.C., 2010. 

 

Following up on this plan, the National Park Service is now preparing an updated 

nomination for the National Mall for the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

The Mall in Washington, 1791-1991. Edited by Richard Longstreth. Hanover and 

London: National Gallery of Art, distributed by University Press of New England, 1991. 

 

Published in 1991, when Washington was celebrating its bicentennial, this book has 14 

articles tracing the history of planning and developing the National Mall over 200 years. 

The closing article is the ‘”Smithsonian Institution: South Quadrangle Project” by Jean 

Paul Carlhian, the architect of The Quadrangle (pages 316-325). It is interesting to read 

the background of the Quadrangle development and the special care that went into its 

design. The Quadrangle was finished in 1987, a few years before this article was written.  

 

The National Mall: Rethinking Washington’s Monumental Core. Edited by Nathan 

Glazer and Cynthia Field. The Johns Hopkins University Press: Baltimore, 2008 

 

This book provides more insight into the planning and development of the National Mall 

over more than 200 years. 

 

Monumental Core Framework Plan: Connecting New Destinations with the National 

Mall. Washington, D.C.: National Capital Planning Commission and U.S. Commission of 

Fine Arts. 2010. 
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The Monumental Core Framework Plan outlined new steps for connecting the National 

Mall, and its museums, galleries, monuments, memorials and landscape, with 

surrounding areas to the north and south. It was especially important for beginning 

necessary planning work to rebuild the “Southwest Rectangle”, the area south of 

Independence Avenue, SW. 

 

Southwest Ecodistrict Plan. Washington, D.C.: National Capital Planning Commission, 

2013. 

 

Work on the Monumental Core Framework Plan led to the preparation of the Southwest 

Ecodistrict Plan, a smaller portion of the “Southwest Rectangle”, which was accepted by 

the National Capital Planning Commission on January 13, 2013. Planning for this area is 

especially important because a better designed mixed use area here can provide new 

activity south of the National Mall, across Independence Avenue from the Smithsonian’s 

South Mall Campus, and connections on south to the Southwest Waterfront where major 

new development (The Wharf), is now underway.  

 

On June 5, 2014, NCPC released the Draft Southwest Ecodistrict Plan Addendum, which 

provides more details for the area. There will be additional planning work in this area 

over the next several years, and hopefully some initial development can begin soon.  

 

Civic Art: A Centennial History of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts. Edited by Thomas 

E. Luebke. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, 2013.  

 

This book provides a detailed history of the work of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 

from its founding in 1910 up to the present, and includes significant focus on the design, 

planning and development of the National Mall and the Monumental Core. The book 

includes discussion of the design review of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 

(pages 265-268) and The Smithsonian Quadrangle (pages 360-363). 

 

Information about the Bjarke Ingalls Group (BIG) 

 

The architectural consultant for the proposed South Mall Campus Plan is the Bjarke 

Ingalls Group (BIG). This is an architectural firm that began in Demark and now has 

offices in Copenhagen, New York, and Beijing, and has plans and projects throughout the 

world. In looking at the South Mall Campus Master Plan, it is useful to try to understand 

the firm’s design approach and philosophy. 

 

Information on the Internet 

 

Information on the Bjarke Ingalls Group (BIG) is available on their website. Go to 

www.big.dk/ . There is a big “Hot to Cold” title view, which then opens to a innovative 

display of different symbols representing different projects of the firm. The symbol for 

the Smithsonian South Mall Campus Master Plan is a “red sun”, second from the top on 

http://www.big.dk/
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the third row from the right side of the display of symbols. Click that symbol to go to 

information on the South Mall Campus Master Plan, with 37 perspectives and illustrative 

plans of the proposed development. Again, the information is very summary and 

promotional in nature but is useful for general orientation purposes. A Wikipedia article 

about BIG and other articles and reviews about the firm’s work are on the internet. 

 

Exhibit at the National Building Museum  

 

The National Building Museum currently has an exhibit on the work of the Bjarke Ingalls 

Group (BIG). The exhibit, “Hot to Cold: An Odyssey of Architectural Adaptation” 

opened on January 24 and will be on display through August 30, 2015. The main feature 

of the exhibit is an innovative display of building models and related graphics of the 

firm’s work, all arranged all around the second floor balcony of the museum. The models 

rest on suspended platforms in the main open interior area of the Museum. 

 

The model and related drawings for the Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus 

Master Plan are on display at the east end of the second floor balcony. A visit to this 

exhibit will provide a good overall idea of the design approach of BIG, as well as an 

opportunity to view the South Mall Campus Master Plan model and related information. 

 

The Bjarke Ingels Group also designed the temporary “Big Maze” that was installed on 

the ground floor of the National Building Museum in the summer of 2014.  

 

“Spotlight on Design” Talk 

 

Bjarke Ingels, the founder and principal of the Bjarke Ingalls Group, was scheduled to 

talk at the National Building Museum on Wednesday, April 15, 6 PM., discussing how 

architecture evolves in response to its context and climate. This program would likely 

have included some discussion of the Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus Master 

Plan. However, the program was cancelled due to a scheduling conflict and a new date 

has not yet been announced. Pre-registration and payment required. See the National 

Building Museum website or contact the museum for registration information. 

 

Book 

 

Hot to Cold: An Odyssey of Architectural Adaptation. Bjarke Ingalls Group, Taschen, 

2015.  

 

This is a new book about the work of the Bjarke Ingalls Group, apparently released in 

conjunction with the National Building Museum exhibit. It is a big (and weighty) book 

(709 pages). The section about the South Mall Campus Master Plan section, titled 

“Radical Reinterpretation: Smithsonian Master Plan”, is on pages 170-185. The concept 

and components of the National Building Museum exhibit are shown on pages 660-701.  
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The book is available in the National Building Museum Shop ($49.99, with a 10 percent 

discount for National Building Museum members). 

 

Looking at these various information sources, it is clear that the Bjarke Ingalls Group 

(BIG) is interested in preparing and advancing big, bold and dramatic architectural 

designs. There also seems to be a coordinated campaign to publicize the firm’s work as 

the Smithsonian South Mall Campus Master Plan is released and reviewed. 

 

INFORMATION NEEDED THAT HAS NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE 

 

Considerable information on the grounds and buildings of the South Mall Campus is 

available, as indicated above, but much of this information is background in nature. The 

information on the actual South Mall Campus Master Plan, and the reasons for the 

proposed Alternative D, is limited. More information is needed for the Consulting Parties 

in the NEPA and Section 106 process, and by the general public. The type of information 

still needed is indicated in summary form below. 

 

Note that many questions about the South Mall Campus, in terms of existing conditions 

and future proposals, are outlined in the January 27, 2015 comment letter from the 

Committee of 100 on the Federal City (available on the Committee of 100 website). 

 

Technical Planning Studies for the South Mall Campus Master Plan: There is clearly 

much information that the Smithsonian planning staff, and their consultants, the Bjarke 

Ingalls Group (BIG), have available that has not been released to the public. Major 

studies of the South Mall Campus were undertaken. Yet, the information on the South 

Mall Campus Master Plan that has been made available to-date tends to be summary 

and.incomplete. It is often difficult to understand the summary drawings and text and to 

understand why certain actions are being proposed, especially the destruction of the 

Haupt Garden and the two museum pavilions. This information should be made available 

to the consulting parties in the NEPA and Section 106 consultation process before the 

next Section 106 meeting on June 9, 2015. 

 

Reports on Condition of Historic Buildings: The restoration and future use of The 

Castle and the Arts and Industries Building are key elements of the South Mall Campus 

Master Plan. The Freer Gallery of Art is also an historic building but the changes 

proposed for it are more limited. Therefore, it would be useful to have available past 

studies of the condition and plans for these three historic buildings in the South Mall 

Campus. Information about the proposed engineering changes to provide earthquake 

protection for the Castle (size of excavation, time the Castle would be closed, etc.) is 

needed. Studies about the possible future use of the Arts and Industries Building should 

also be provided. 

 

Cultural Landscape Report: As part of the overall planning effort, the Smithsonian 

Institution has had a consultant (Traceries) preparing a Cultural Landscape Report. 



11 

Information on the Smithsonian Institution  

South Mall Campus Master Plan 

May 6, 2015 

 

According to the Smithsonian South Mall Campus Plan website, that study will be 

completed early this spring (no date certain). That study should be made available to the 

consulting parties, and the public, before the next Consulting Parties meeting (June 9)... 

 

Smithsonian Security Plan: One of the proposals in the South Campus Master Plan calls 

for moving Jefferson Drive, on the north side of the Castle, further north into the central 

landscape area of the National Mall. This change is supposedly based on the Smithsonian 

Security Plan. To the extent possible, this report should be made available in order to 

allow evaluation of this proposed change. 

 

National Mall National Register Nomination: The National Park Service has been 

preparing an updated National Register of Historic Places Nomination for the National 

Mall that is expected to be completed soon, and to be available for public review. That 

nomination report will include buildings and grounds within the “South Mall Campus”. 

That report should be made available to the Section 106 consulting parties. 

 

Initial Comments on the South Mall Campus Master Plan: As noted at the beginning 

of this paper, the Smithsonian Institution released the “South Mall Campus Master Plan” 

on November 14, 2014 and began an initial public comment period on December 16, 

2014 that ended on January 30, 2015. Numerous public comments were submitted from 

organizations, agencies and individuals, including comments from the Committee of 100 

on the Federal City. However, as of May 5, 2015, the Smithsonian Institution has not yet 

made these comments available to the public. The Smithsonian Institution should make 

the full text of those comments available to the public, so that the scope and focus of 

concerns of various organizations and individuals is clear. Making these types of now 

missing information available is essential to an effective and open NEPA and Section 106 

consulting process. Adequate time should be allowed for the consulting parties to review 

this information. 

 

MEETINGS OF THE CONSULTING PARTIES 

 

The consultation process for the Section 106 review began with a first meeting on March 

30, 2015. Attendance included Smithsonian Institution staff, representatives of a number 

of federal and District of Columbia agencies, and representatives of a number of 

interested organizations, including the Committee of 100 on the Federal City. 

 

There was considerable concern expressed about the lack of background information. 

Perhaps in response to these concerns, a second meeting of consulting parties scheduled 

for April 27 was cancelled. The second meeting was rescheduled for June 9, 2015. This 

delay should allow the Smithsonian Institution to provide more detailed information to 

the consulting parties, and to the public. 
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NEXT STEPS 

 

The above listing, which is selective, indicates a considerable amount of information that 

is now available about the Smithsonian Institution South Mall Campus and the larger area 

of which it is a part. The review also indicates, to the extent it is known, information 

which now exists but has not yet been made available to the public. Since much of the 

existing information that has been released tends to be very summary and promotional, it 

has limited usefulness in evaluating the proposals in the South Mall Campus Master Plan. 

The NEPA and Section 106 consultation processes began on Monday, March 30, but, as 

noted above, the consulting parties have not yet received the necessary background 

information. This background information should be provided before the next Section 

106 consulting parties meeting on June 9, 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Committee of 100 on the Federal City (Committee of 100), founded in 1923, is the 

District of Columbia’s oldest citizen planning organization. The Committee of 100 has 

long been concerned with protecting and enhancing, in our time, the various elements of 

the L’Enfant Plan (1791-92) and the planning work of the McMillan Commission (1901-

02). The future development of the National Mall, including the Smithsonian museums 

that line it, is a major interest of the Committee of 100. The Smithsonian South Mall 

Campus Master Plan will be a key factor in the continuing development and use of the 

National Mall and the relationships to adjacent areas. 


